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WAVERLY, Tenn.
At least 22 people were killed

and rescue crews searched des-
perately Sunday amid shattered
homes and tangled debris for
dozens of people still missing af-
ter record-breaking rain sent
floodwaters surging through
Middle Tennessee. 

Saturday’s flooding in rural
areas took out roads, cellphone
towers and telephone lines, leav-
ing families uncertain about
whether their loved ones sur-
vived the unprecedented deluge.
Emergency workers were search-

ing door to door, said Kristi
Brown, a coordinator for health
and safety supervisor with
Humphreys County Schools.

Many of the missing live in the

neighborhoods where the water
rose the fastest, said Humphreys
County Sheriff Chris Davis, who
confirmed the 22 fatalities in his 

22 DEAD, DOZENS MISSING IN FLOODING

Floodwaters sweep away vehicles Sunday in Waverly, Tenn.;
they also washed away homes and rural roads in the state.

MARK HUMPHREY AP

Record-breaking rain
sweeps away homes 
in rural parts of Tenn.
BY JONATHAN MATTISE
& JEFFREY COLLINS
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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden said Sun-

day that the U.S. military is execut-
ing a plan to move stranded Ameri-
can citizens to the Kabul airport in
greater numbers, including
through an expansion of a safe
zone around the facility and by cre-
ating conduits for people to access
the compound “safely and effec-
tively.”

“Our first priority in Kabul,”
Biden said in remarks at the White
House, “is getting American citi-
zens out of the country as quickly
and as safely as possible.”

The president would not say
how the plan is being carried out or
whether U.S. troops have ex-
panded their perimeter outside
the airport and further into Kabul,
which could put them at height-
ened risk of attack from Taliban
factions manning security check-
points and Islamic State opera-
tives who, U.S. officials warn, pose
a serious threat.

In recent days, the Qatari am-
bassador to Afghanistan has es-
corted small groups of Americans
into the airport, according to two
people familiar with the effort who,
like others, spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss the sensi-

BIDEN: 
SAFE ZONE
AROUND
AIRPORT 
TO GROW
U.S. airlines enlisted for
evacuations from Kabul;
ISIS seen as major threat
BY KAROUN DEMIRJIAN, 
JOHN HUDSON, DAN LAMOTHE 
& ADELA SULIMAN
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Nargis Habib knows what it
means to live as a girl under Tali-
ban rule.

The San Marcos entrepreneur
grew up in Afghanistan and was
educated underground, her class-
rooms hidden away in basements
because the Taliban did not allow
girls to receive formal education.
She remembers having to bury
dolls and photos in the yard so that
the Taliban wouldn’t find banned
items in the family home. 

Watching the Taliban take over
her homeland has been devastat-
ing, Habib said.

“No matter how much they say
that they’ve changed — it’s just the
beginning,” Habib said. “They’re
trying to convince people not to
leave and be happy, but the reality
when they settle in, it’s going to be
game over for Afghanistan.”

Habib is among many in San Di-
ego’s Afghan and Afghan Ameri-
can community who have been
glued to Twitter feeds, WhatsApp
and news broadcasts with increas-

Nargis Habib, who grew up in
Afghanistan and recently vis-
ited, draws with her daughter
at their home in San Marcos. 

ANA RAMIREZ U-T

FAMILIES,
ADVOCATES
PUSH TO
HELP MORE
REFUGEES
Resettlement groups
prepare for Afghans; vets,
others turn on pressure
BY KATE MORRISSEY
& LAUREN J. MAPP
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Fifty years ago, when then-first
lady Pat Nixon opened what she
envisioned as an international
friendship park at the border, she
ordered a section of the barbed wire
fence that divided the countries be
cut so that she could walk across to
greet the people of Mexico.

On Sunday, during a bina-
tional event to commemorate the
50th anniversary of Friendship
Park, there were also greetings to
the neighbors south of the border
— but this time from a distance.

Elected officials and members
of the community gathered on
both sides of the border to honor
park’s original vision as a symbol
of friendship between the two
countries.

The access gate to the part of

the park where families separated
by immigration status usually
gather remained closed on Sun-
day, so attendees on the U.S. side
could not approach the primary
border fence as has been done in

previous events.
From a distance, with the sup-

port of loudspeakers, elected lead-
ers exchanged messages of friend-
ship across two fences.

“San Diego’s relationship with

our sister city of Tijuana is a criti-
cal part of who we are,” San Diego
Mayor Todd Gloria said. 

“This park symbolizes that
truth and that identity and al-
though there is a border that
separates us, we are one bina-
tional mega-region who welcomes
each other with open arms and we
should do it with open doors.”

Imperial Beach Mayor Serge
Dedina recalled the simpler times
when he used to visit the park and
its surroundings without restric-
tions.

Dedina shared that, one time
when he was a teenager, he and his
friends threw their bicycles over
what he described as “only a ca-
ble” that divided the two countries
so they could go buy chicharrones
and cruise around Playas de Ti-
juana.

“It was never designed to be
this giant barrier; it was designed
to be something that we can work
together, and our border works
better when we have bridges of 

People gathered on the United States side of the border wave to those on the Mexico side during a binational celebration of the
50th anniversary of Friendship Park at Border Field State Park on Sunday.

K.C. ALFRED U-T PHOTOS

EVEN FROM DISTANCE, 50 YEARS
OF FRIENDSHIP A CELEBRATION

Imperial Beach Mayor Serge Dedina spoke about crossing the
border with fewer restrictions when he was a child.

Greetings sent across
U.S.-Mexico border
at binational park event 
BY ALEXANDRA MENDOZA
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The Padres lose 7-4 to the
Phillies at Petco Park, putting the
struggling team on the outside
looking in at the National League
playoff picture. D1

S P O RT S 

PADRES FALL OUT
OF WILD-CARD SPOT

Don Everly, the elder of the two
Everly Brothers, the groundbreak-
ing duo who influenced genera-
tions of hitmakers, died Saturday
in Nashville, Tenn. He was 84. A2

DON EVERLY • 1937-2021

OLDER BROTHER IN
PIONEERING DUO 

The last weekend before the
start of San Diego State Univer-
sity’s fall semester erupted into
raucous parties in the College
Area, with bottles and beer cans
left in the street, fireworks and
firecrackers set off, and a clash
that ended in a shooting that in-
jured a teenage boy late Saturday
night, San Diego police and com-

munity members said.
The problems included a huge

bash on Campanile Drive that one
resident said descended into may-
hem among drunken partygoers.

SDSU officials were hoping
that the year would get off to a
quiet start, partly because in-
tense partying last fall contrib-
uted to a COVID-19 outbreak
among students. 

The weekend parties revved
up on Saturday evening and

lasted into the pre-dawn hours
on Sunday. By 8:30 a.m. on Sun-
day, Luke Wood, SDSU’s vice
president of student affairs and
campus diversity, was meeting
with community members in a lo-
cal coffee shop to deal with their
frustrations. 

Later in the day, the uni-
versity issued a statement that
said that it was aware of the
parties, noting that university 

SDSU PROBING RAUCOUS WEEKEND PARTIES
Underage drinking, fireworks, shooting reported near College Area campus
BY GARY ROBBINS
& DAVID HERNANDEZ
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SUMMONS
(CITATION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

ANTONIO CIFUENTES
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:

(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
FORREST TOOKER

CASE NUMBER (Numero Del Caso): 37-2020-00034592-CU-PA-CTL
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you

without you being heard unless you respond within 30 days. Read the
information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and legal papers
are served on you to file a written response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be a court form that you can use
for your response. You can find these court forms and more informa-
tion at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver
form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money, and property may be taken without
further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may want to call an at-
torney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want to
call an attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by con-
tacting your local court or county bar association.

NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case.
The courts lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde dentro de 30 dias, la corte
puede decider en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion
a continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que le entreguen esta
citacion y papeles legales para presentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su respuesza por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si desea que procesen su caso en
la corte. Es possible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la corte y mas
informacion en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte que le de un formulario de exencion de
pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumpilmiento y la corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y
bienes sin mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales Es recommendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, pueda llamar a
un servicio de remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado,
es posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener servicios legales
gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California, (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp.espanol/) o
poniendose en cantacto con la corte o el colegio de abagados locales.
AVISO: por ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier recuperacion de
$10,000 o mas de valor recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de dericho civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen
de la corte antes de que la corte pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y direccion de la
corte es):

San Diego Superior Court
330 West Broadway, P.O. Box 128 (Zip Code 92112)

San Diego, CA 92101
The name, address and telephone number of plaintiff ’s attorney or
plaintiff without attorney is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero de
telefono del abogado del demandante, o del demandante que no

tiene abogado, es):
Rebecca Blain Morrison, SBN 259428

Blain Morrison Law Corporation
600 West Broadway, Suite 700, San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 374-1298
Date: (Fecha): Oct 01, 2020
Clerk, by (Secretario, por) M. Guyot, Deputy
Deputy (Adjunto)
Published: 08/03/21, 08/10/21, 08/17/21, 08/24/21

Legal Notices
Metro and North San Diego | 866-411-4140

The Californian, SW Riverside | 951-251-0329

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates 

With the Taliban cement-
ing its grip over Afghanistan,
the country faces an econo-
mic cataclysm as world pow-
ers and international finan-
cial institutions move to
withhold or freeze billions of
dollars in assets and aid
from a government run by a
pariah movement.

The militant group’s blitz
into the Afghan capital,
Kabul, leaves it in charge of a
war-stressed state heavily
reliant on outside dollars
that over the last two dec-
ades have covered three
quarters of government
spending. Some of that may
be in jeopardy as the Taliban
is subject to a bevy of sanc-
tions from the U.S., Europe-
an Union and the United Na-
tions.

Without that money —
Kabul received $4.2 billion in
development assistance in
2019 — the government is all
but bankrupt. The Taliban
is facing enormous pressure
to show Afghans and the
world that, beyond uphold-
ing the tenets of Islam, it can
pay civil servants, buy fuel,
pick up garbage, run hospi-
tals and develop a country
more modernized and trans-
formed from when the group
first ruled between 1996 and
2001.

The Taliban’s return to
power — its sneaker-wear-
ing, camo-fitted fighters

roam the capital — has
plunged the group into the
realities of governance. Spo-
radic protests against it
have broken out across the
country by a population that
has grown accustomed to
smartphones, civil liberties,
education and other free-
doms that came with years
of American occupation.

The group is suppressing
resistance while attempting
to show the international
community, including China
and other regional investors,
that, despite its militant

roots and Islamist funda-
mentalism, it can lead a na-
tion. Image has become in-
creasingly important: Tali-
ban spokesmen have been
reaching out to foreign jour-
nalists in Kabul, suggesting
the group is not what it was
20 years ago, when women
were forbidden from work-
ing and forced to wear
burqas.

Not far from where those
spokesmen congregate is
another image, that of thou-
sands of Afghans running a
chaotic gantlet of dangers,

including truncheon-wield-
ing Taliban fighters, to make
their way to the airport and
escape the country.

But the more immediate
problem is that Af-
ghanistan, one of the world’s
poorest countries, is a cash
economy, with only 10 per-
cent of the adult population
holding a bank account, ac-
cording to a 2018 World Bank
report. The local currency,
the afghani, is propped up by
regular bulk shipments of
U.S. dollars from abroad ev-
ery few weeks to Af-

ghanistan’s central bank.
Those funds are drawn

from some $9 billion to $10
billion in foreign currency
and gold reserves as well as
liquid assets such as U.S.
Treasury bonds, according
to Ajmal Ahmady, former
head of the country’s central
bank, who escaped from the
country last Sunday.

The last shipment of
those funds was due to ar-
rive that day, which is when
the Taliban seized the capi-
tal, meaning that the coun-
try is in effect starved of dol-
lars. Even before the Taliban
breached Kabul, the central
bank had placed limits on
withdrawals.

Since then, financial in-
stitutions and money ex-
change shops remained
shuttered. But when they
open it could lead to a run on
banks as people rush for
cash, said Anwar-ul-Haq
Ahady, former finance min-
ister and central governor,
which will have a “very nega-
tive impact on the exchange,
and a disastrous impact on
the economy.”

“The main reason for for-
eign exchange stability has
been that we’ve been receiv-
ing a constant, pretty large
sum of money,” he said. “It’s
imperative for stakeholders
in Afghanistan to recognize
the situation.”

The Taliban, said Ah-
mady, can access only 0.1
percent to 0.2 percent of Af-
ghanistan’s total interna-
tional reserves. An auditor

report from the end of 2020
also indicates there are
some $159,600 worth of gold
bars and silver coins held in
the vault inside the Arg, the
Afghan presidential palace,
which the Taliban took over
last Sunday.

Without the support for
the afghani currency, said
Graeme Smith, a consultant
researcher with the Over-
seas Development Institute,
coming weeks could see a
cratering of the afghani’s
value to the dollar along with
a sharp rise in food prices.

Afghans have little re-
course to access other
sources of dollars. Western
Union, an important lifeline
for Afghans to get money
from abroad, announced
that it was suspending serv-
ices until further notice.
MoneyGram, another serv-
ice, made no such announce-
ment but appears to have
stopped working in Af-
ghanistan as well. Last year,
remittances to Afghanistan
totaled some $788.9 million,
nearly 4 percent of the coun-
try’s gross domestic prod-
uct.

The instability, not to
mention an economy recali-
brating to a new existence
without the billions of NGO,
embassy and contractor
cash, has deflated Kabul’s
rhythm; markets are still
open, but many high-end
shops are closed.

Bulos writes for the 
Los Angeles Times.

WITH NO FUNDS COMING IN, AFGHANISTAN FACES ECONOMIC CATACLYSM
BY NABIH BULOS

Afghans carry banners and the flag of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
despite the presence of Taliban fighters around them, in Kabul, on Thursday. 

MARCUS YAM LOS ANGELES TIMES

Karla Ruiz, planted a tree on
the Mexican side of the bina-
tional garden, located next
to Friendship Park.

Pedro Ríos, local director
of the American Friends
Service Committee, said
that it is important that
both elected leaders and the
community continue to fight
for the full reopening of the
park, so that families can re-
unite again.

For some families, this is
the only place where they can
gather and talk even if sepa-
rated by the border fence.

alexandra.mendoza
@sduniontribune.com

understanding versus walls
that are closed,” added Ded-
ina, when asked about cur-
rent restrictions. 

Friendship Park is lo-
cated inside Border Field
State Park, between Playas
de Tijuana and Imperial
Beach. On the U.S. side,
Friendship Park is within
the Border Patrol’s enforce-
ment zone.

While Border Field State
Park reopened back in May
after being closed for over a
year due to the pandemic,

Friendship Park did not.
The U.S. Border Patrol,

which grants access to
Friendship Park, said last
week that because of the in-
flux of migrants on the
southern border, they could
not properly staff the park.

“Adding to the complex-
ity of our border security op-
erations, we are still miti-
gating the spread of COVID
and its variants. At this
time, there are no plans to
reopen Friendship Circle
until it is operationally feasi-
ble, and we can do it safely
and securely,” a Border Pa-
trol spokesman said in a
statement. 

Other officials in attend-
ance on the U.S. side were
Assemblymembers Lorena
González, Chris Ward and
Akilah Weber, as well as
county Supervisor Nathan
Fletcher and the Consul
General of Mexico in San Di-
ego, Carlos González
Gutiérrez.

On the Mexican side, the
Secretary of Economic De-
velopment of Tijuana, Ga-
briel Camarena delivered a
message, and later a chil-
dren’s choir joined the cele-
bration, singing the song
“Stand by Me.”

Valentina Portilla Ruiz,
daughter of Tijuana Mayor
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tive operation. American
citizens have been in-
structed to meet at rally
points in the city, and the
ambassador then accompa-
nies them to guarantee safe
passage, these people said.
Qatar has served as an inter-
mediary between the United
States and the Taliban at
several stages of the Ameri-
can withdrawal, sponsoring
peace talks and serving as
the first point of refuge for
many evacuees.

The operational shift
comes as U.S. commanders
gear up for what officials
hope will be a dramatic ac-
celeration of evacuations
from Afghanistan in the
coming days, enlisting do-
mestic commercial airliners
and a number of foreign al-
lies to aid the effort.

Evacuations had slowed
over the past couple days, as
backlogs in waystations like
Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar
prevented planeloads of
people from departing
Kabul, grounding planned
flights out and degrading
humanitarian conditions at

the already overcrowded air-
port.

The addition of 18 com-
mercial airplanes — activat-
ed, the Pentagon announced
Sunday, as part of the Civil
Reserve Air Fleet — is in-
tended to address those
bottlenecks. The jetliners,
contracted from domestic
airlines United, American,
Atlas, Delta, Omni and
Hawaiian, will not be flown
into Kabul, but used instead
to move those taken to
places like Qatar on to other
destinations in Europe, the
Americas, Africa and the
Persian Gulf. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
earlier in the weekend that
13 countries had pledged to
temporarily host evacuees,
while an additional 12 had
agreed to serve as transit
points.

Biden said Sunday that
the mobilization repre-
sented a first stage, leaving
the possibility that more
flights could be added to the
effort.

On Saturday, the U.S.
military operated 14 evacua-
tion flights that took about
3,900 people out of the coun-
try, while 35 other planes
evacuated approximately

the same number, according
to White House and Penta-
gon officials. That’s up
twofold from Friday — but
still short of the 5,000 to 9,000
people per day that senior
military officials have said
they have the capability to
evacuate themselves.

About 28,000 people have
been evacuated since Aug.
14, including 11,000 over the
weekend, Biden said. “We
see no reason why this
tempo will not be kept up,”
the president told reporters.

Yet the backlog remains
significant — particularly at
the Kabul airport, where
people have been waiting for
days in increasingly squalid
conditions to learn when it
might be their turn to board
a plane to safety. Over 10,000
people had crammed them-
selves inside the airport pe-
rimeter on Sunday, as more
clamored to get in.

The crush and chaos out-
side the airport killed seven
Afghan civilians, including a
toddler, on Saturday, ac-
cording to the British mili-
tary. Although it appears the
Taliban has tried to reason
with those crowds, some
Afghans stayed anyway, ac-
cording to a senior U.S. offi-

cial. The gates to the airport
remained closed to most
people Sunday, the official
said, though U.S. citizens
and Afghans with approved
special immigrant visas are
being let through.

Many American citizens
and U.S.-approved Afghans,
however, are still sheltering
in place, awaiting instruc-
tion for when it is safe to
come to the airport. Over the
weekend, the State Depart-
ment issued a warning to
U.S. citizens, telling them
not to approach the airport
unless expressly notified by
a U.S. government official.

Last week, the Biden ad-
ministration estimated
there were up to 15,000
Americans remaining in Af-
ghanistan. Officials said
Saturday that about 2,500
had left the country.

U.S. officials are in con-
tact with Taliban leaders to
try to negotiate assurances
of peaceful passage to the
airport. 

But as Blinken noted
during a television appear-
ance Sunday, the Taliban
“are in control of Kabul.
That is the reality.”

The Taliban’s leaders are
presently in Kabul, dis-

cussing how to form a gov-
ernment. On Sunday, a sen-
ior member of the Taliban’s
ruling council said that al-
though the militant group
would respect an amnesty
for Afghan citizens, includ-
ing those who cooperated
with the United States, it
would not apply to “trouble-
makers” or those “who are
creating law and order situa-
tions.”

The State Department’s
warning also was motivated
in part by threats that the Is-
lamic State might be target-
ing Americans.

“The threat is real. It’s
acute. It is persistent. And it
is something we’re focused
on with every tool in our ar-
senal,” Biden’s national se-
curity adviser, Jake Sullivan,
said Sunday on CNN. Dur-
ing remarks later in the day,
the president added that
“we’re under no illusions”
about the severity of the
threat posed by the Islamic
State.

The Islamic State has
long been at odds with the
Taliban. But the Taliban re-
mains aligned with al-
Qaeda, the group behind the
9/11 terrorist attacks that
prompted the United States

to invade Afghanistan 20
years ago. Blinken acknowl-
edged during an interview
on Fox News that remnants
of al-Qaeda remain in Af-
ghanistan, though he in-
sisted that the group’s ca-
pacity to launch a similar at-
tack on the U.S. homeland
“is vastly, vastly dimin-
ished.”

Neither Blinken nor De-
fense Secretary Lloyd
Austin, who appeared Sun-
day on ABC News, would say
whether U.S. forces would be
allowed to go beyond the
narrow perimeter of the
Kabul airport — or whether
they thought Biden should
extend the Aug. 31 deadline
for U.S. forces to leave Af-
ghanistan, to ensure that
the maximum number of
American citizens and
Afghans eligible for U.S. en-
try are evacuated. 

The president indicated
that such conversations are
under way within the admin-
istration but that he re-
mains hopeful it won’t be
necessary to stay there any
longer.

Demirjian, Hudson,
Lamothe and Suliman write 
for The Washington Post.
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police are “visiting the
homes where any gatherings
were reported to take place
to deliver official cease and
desist letters that outline
consequences and reinforce
expectations.

“SDSU will continue to
monitor and follow-up with
any students identified to
live at these locations. We
will also begin the conduct
process in all situations
where our student code of
conduct policy allows for us
to do so ...”

SDSU officials said they
also would be sending letters
to students who live in the
College Area to “reinforce
the consequences of any ac-
tions that are inconsistent
with our institutional val-
ues, and our expectations
for being good neighbors.”

Three of the residents
who met with Wood early
Sunday say that he de-
scribed wide-ranging prob-
lems across College Area,
particularly a party that un-
folded on Campanile Drive
near Baja Drive, south of the
campus. They said Wood
claimed to have seen some
students jumping on cars
and ignoring orders to dis-
perse. 

Wood — who would not
discuss the situation with the
Union-Tribune — was help-
ing to patrol the area late Sat-
urday and early Sunday. 

Susan Hopps-Tatum,
who lives on Campanile and
witnessed the partying, was
among the residents who
hashed things over with
Wood. 

“Last night was the worst
that I’ve ever seen things,”
said Hopps-Tatum, an
SDSU alumni. “There were
probably 300 people at this
party. Pretty soon there were
masses of kids in the street,
racing around. It was may-
hem that continued to esca-
late.”

The university has very
little authority off-campus.
But Hopps-Tatum said she
saw a campus officer drive
onto Campanile, then leave
a short time later.

“We’ve been told that if
there are too many kids, it is
not safe for one officer to re-
spond,” Hopps-Tatum said.
“It would not have been
safe.” 

Jean Hoeger, another
resident who spoke with
Wood, said, “I’m surprised
by how unprepared SDSU
was for this party scene. We
have been harping on this
problem for years. We don’t
want a recurrence of what
happened to Dylan Hernan-
dez.”

Hoeger was referring to a
19-year-old freshman who
got drunk at a fraternity
party in 2019 then returned
to his campus dormitory.
Authorities say Hernandez
later fell out of the top of a
bunk bed, struck his head
and subsequently died.

The College Area has
about 25,000 residents,
many of whom are SDSU
students. It has been the site
of large, fraternity- and so-
rority-driven parties for
years. Residents frequently
complain about the noise
and underage drinking. The
parties also are a source of
frustration for the uni-
versity, which doesn’t have
the authority to break up off-
campus gatherings.

SDSU has tried to fight
the problem in a variety of
ways, including placing
some limits on how mem-
bers of Greek organizations
socialize. The university also
began offering more on-
campus events to dissuade
students from hanging out
in private homes to party.

But the problems have
continued. Last week, rev-
elers drew attention to a
party on Montezuma Road
by posting a sign out front
that said, “You honk, we
drink.” A short distance
away, the Delta Chi frater-
nity put up a sign that read,
“Daughter Drop Off Center”
while parents were moving
students into dorms.

The shooting happened
around 11:55 p.m. Saturday
outside a home on Baja
Drive, east of Campanile
Drive. A man who requested
anonymity said he was
awakened by a brawl outside
of his bedroom window. He
said the fracas involved 20 to
30 people who looked like
high schoolers.

In the midst of the brawl,
he said, he heard two gun-
shots. Then everyone scat-
tered.

Police said the victim, a
16-year-old boy, had left a
party and was walking on
Campanile when he got into
an argument with someone.
The altercation turned into
abrawl, then escalated when
the assailant shot the teen in
the face.

The teen’s injuries were
not believed to be life-threat-
ening.

“This is a college neigh-
borhood, and we expect
(parties), but this is just out
of hand,” the resident said
Sunday afternoon.

A couple who lives nearby
on Baja Drive said they were
away on a date Saturday
night, but their three daugh-
ters were home with their
babysitter. Their 10-year-old
daughter heard a fight, then
heard three gunshots, the
couple said.

“I definitely think that
the university needs to do a
better job at mitigating how
much partying is going on,”
said the man, who gave only
his first name, Anthony. 

“It was definitely calm
during COVID, but now that
everything’s returning, it’s
like they’re making up for
lost time,” he said, adding
that recent parties are larger
and rowdier.
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